. 


XLEY, 

. 


ing to all the Inns of Court, a Sett of old Fel- 
Jows who appear to be Humourifts, and wrapped 
* up in themfelves ; but have long been at a lofs 


as I paffed by, and fay old Jroufide wears well. I 
am a meer Boy to fome of them who frequent 


Gray’s-Inn, but am not a little pleafed to find they. . 


are even with the World, and returnupon it its 
Negle& towards them, which is all the Defence we 
old Fellows have againft the Petulancy of young 


‘People. -I am very glad to obferve, that thefe Sages 
utter Of this Peripatetick Se& ftudy Tranquility and 
reat M dolence of Body and Mind, in the Neighbourhood 
Per- @ of fo much Contention as is carried on among the 
done Stadents of Litsleton. The following Letter gives 

esfome light into the Manners and Maxims of thefe 
and @ Philofophers, 
Per. 
f the Zo the GUARDIAN. 


CAS the Depredations of Time and Fortune 
4 © have been lamented in all Ages, thofe 
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obferved in the Walks belong- 


when [ have feen them Smile, and name my Name | 


¢Perfons who have fefifted and difputed the Ty- . 


sanny of either of thefe, have employed the fub-— 
_ © looked Merit, the whole Affembly feemed to con- 


*Jimeft Speculations of the Writers in all Lan- 


As thefe deceafed Hero’s have. had their 
tr of Places judicioufly affigned them already in the 
begin *, emple of Fame, would Immoprtalize fome Per- 
—_ * fons now alive, who to me are greater Objedts of 
fee. Envy, both as their Bravery is exercifed with the 
Ailys “utmoft Tranquility and Pleafure to themfelves, 
a *and as they are fubftantially Happy on this fide the © 
Grave, in oppofition to all the Greek. and Latin 
4 © Scraps.to the contrary.- 
an@ @ . -* As therefore 1 am naturally fubje& to cruel In-. 
of from the Spleen, as [affirm all Evil tocome 
fg. ‘ from the £af, as I am the Weather-glafs of every 
‘Company 1 comeinto, fometimes, according to 


Sit like my Grandfire out in Alablafter, 


Sleep whilft I wake, and creep into the faundice 


By. being peevifla—— 
would furnith out.a Table of Merry Fame, 
© in envious Admiration of thofe Jovial Blades, who 

© difappoint. the Strokes of Age and Fortune with 


. ¢ the fame Gaiety of Soul, as when thro’ Youth or - 
_ © Affluence they were in their Prime for Fancy, : 


¢ Frolick and Atchievement. There are, you may 
© obferve, in all Publick Walks, Perfons, who by a 


§ fingular Shabbinefs of their Attire, make, a very 


‘of Drefs. They are very fullen and involved, 


* ‘tidiculous Appearance in the Opinion of the Men | 


© and appear in fuch a State of: Diftrefs and Tribu-- 
lation, as to be thought Inconfolable, They are 


© generally of that Complexion which was in Fahhi-' 


an on during the pleafurable Reign of Charles the Se- 
- $ cond. Some of them, indeed, are of a lighter 


* © Brown, whofe Fortunes fell with that of King. 


* James. Now thefe, who are the Jeft of fuch as 


© take themfelves, and the World ufually takes, to - 
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‘ be in Profperity, ate the very Perfons whofe Hap-. 

* pinefs, were it underftood, would be looked upon. 
‘ with Burning Envy. I fell into the Difcovery of 
© them in the following manner ; One Day laft Sum- 
¢ mer, being particularly under the Dominion of the 
© Spleen, I refolved to footh-my Melancholy inthe 
* Company of fuch, whofe Appeararice promifed a 
¢ fall Return of any Complaints | could poffibly ut- 
ter. Living near Grays-Iun Walks I went thi- 
‘ ther in fearch of the Perfons abovedefcribed, and 
‘ feund fome of them feated upon a Bench, where, 
as Milton fings,’ 


Umbrown'd their Noontide Bow'r. 


_ © T fqueezed in ‘among them, and they did not 


_ © only receive my Moanings with ‘fingular Huma- 


* nity, but gave me all pofflible Encouragement to 
© inlargethem. If the Blacknefs of my Spleen raifed 
© any imaginary Diftemper of Body, fome one of 
¢ them immediately {ympathifed with me If I 
© fpoke of any Difappointment in my Fortune, ano- 
‘ ther of them would abate my Sorrowing by re- 
© counting. to me ‘his own Defeat upon the very 
* fame Circumftances. If I touched upon over- 


‘ dole with me very feelingly upon that Particular. 
¢ in thort, I could not make my felf fo calamitous 
© in Mind, Body or Circumftances, . but fome one 
‘ of them was upon a Level wirh me.. When I 
© had wound up my Difcourfe, and was ripe for 
¢ their intended Raillery, at firft they crown’d my 
¢ Narration with feveral piteous Sighs and Groans, 
‘ but after a fhort Paufe, and a Signal given for the 
* Onfet, they burft out into a moft incomprehenfi- 
* bleFit of Laughter. You may be fure | wasno- 
* tably out of Countenance, which gaveoccafion to 
© @ fecond Explotion of the fame Mirth, What 
* troubled me moft was, that their Figure, Age, and 
‘ thort Swords, preferved them from any Imputation 
_ © of Cowardife: upon refufal of Battel, and-their 
Number from Infult. thad now no other, way 
‘ to be upon good Tegms with them, but defiring 
might. be admitted into this .Fraternity. This 
* was at firlt vigoroufly oppofed, it being obje&ted 
© to me, that I affe@ed too much the appearance of 
~© an happy Man, to be received into a Society fo 
© proud of appearing the moft affli@ted.. However, 
* as 1 only:feemed to be what they really were, I 
* am admitted by way of Triumph upon. Probation 
* fora Year; and if within that Time it fhgllbe © 
 poffible for them to infute any \of their Gaiety in- 
-$:to me, | can, at Monmouth-fireet, upon mighty 


© eafie Terms, purchafe the Robes neceflary for my © 


© Inftalment into this Order; ‘and when they have 
. © made me. as happy, fhall be willing to appear as 
© miferable,as any of this Affembly. | confels Lhave 
£ ever fince been afhamed, that I. fhould ogee take 
© that Place to be Sacred téthe Difconfolate, which 


J 


now mutt affirm to be the only Elyiam-on-this - 


fide.che Styx; and that ever thould look upon 
* thofe Perfonages'as lively Inftances of the Outrage 
* of Time and ortune, who difallow 
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